
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can only have hope in the present (suffering)  

if you understand your past and your future. 

 

 The Vision of Hope 
 

 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in 
heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God’s power until 
the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 1 Peter 1:3-5 (NIV)  

 

 

➢  Never perish - untouched by death 

 

➢  Never spoil - untouched by evil 
 

➢  Never fade - untouched by time 

 
 

We are far too easily pleased. 
C.S. Lewis 

 
6In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 1 Peter 1:6 (NIV)  

 
 
17These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good 
times, the lavish celebration prepared for us. 18There’s far more here than 
meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. 
But the things we can’t see now will last forever.   

2 Corinthians 4:17–18 (MSG) 

Think It Over: This section is about turning what God is saying to you into 
action steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed 
to help you take your own next step. If you are leading a group through this 
guide, don’t feel like you have to answer every question. Pick out those 
questions that will stir up conversation and action among your group. 
 
 

 Describe a situation when you knew someone that became hopeless.  
What happened?  Did hope ever return for them? What had to happen 
for them to become hopeful?  What did hope look like in their life?  For 
the Christ follower, how is hope in the present produced by their 
understanding of the past and the future? 

 
 

 Read 1 Peter 1:3-5.  Why can a Christ follower have a vision of hope? 
How do the three “Nevers” protect a person’s hope?  Why do you think 
we are far too easily pleased?  Read 1 Peter 1:6 and 2 Corinthians 4:17–
18 (MSG).  How can a vision of the future help us with hard times?  What 
does it take for that truth to move from a person’s head to their heart? 

 
 

 Read 1 Peter 1:7 (NIV).  How is hope refined in our suffering?  Why is it 
important?  How does it get played out in the story of Daniel’s three 
friends in the fiery furnace (see Daniel 3)?  Why is a steadfast hope 
based on experiencing God’s presence in our fiery furnace times? 

 
 

 How would you explain Salvation to someone who is investigating faith? 
Read 1 Peter 1:8-9 and discuss the Past, Present, and Future section. 
What will it be like for sin not to be present (see 1 Peter 1:5 (MSG))?  
Those without Christ who are happy don’t know what’s coming. Those 
with Christ who are not happy don’t know what’s coming. How have you 
seen those two principles expressed in people’s lives?  

 
 

 Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 (MSG) and reflect on the following statement: When 
we are overwhelmed by our situation, we likely have lost sight of our 
past and/or our future.  How does the statement connect with the 
passage?   

 
 

Next Steps: Review the Bottom Line. What steps do you need to take to 
own it?  What are the applications for you?  Be specific.  How would life 
change if the Bottom Line informed your daily choices and thoughts? 
 
Changing Your Mind: Choose one of the verses listed in the Message 
Guide and commit it to heart.  
 
 

 
 

If you missed a message, visit www.scc.website 
or pick up a CD at Guest Services. 

 



 

 

 The Necessity of Hope 
 

7These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of 
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.   

1 Peter 1:7 (NIV) 
 

25...Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.  Daniel 3:25 (NIV) 

  

 The Salvation of Hope 
 

8You have not seen Christ, but still you love him. You can’t see him 
now, but you believe in him. You are filled with a wonderful and 
heavenly joy that cannot be explained. 9for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  1 Peter 1:8-9 (ERV, NIV) 

 
Definition of salvation: being rescued and delivered from sin (its 
consequences, power, and ultimately, its very presence), which 
includes death and separation from God, as we rest by faith in the 
forgiveness that God offers through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

 

➢ Past - saved from sin’s penalty 

 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 1 Peter 1:3 (NIV)  

 

➢ Present - saved from sin’s power 
 

12...So you must continue to live (work out your salvation) in a way 
that gives meaning to your salvation. Do this with fear and respect 
for God. 13Yes, it is God who is working in you. He helps you want 
to do what pleases him, and he gives you the power to do it.  

Philippians 2:12-13 (ERV) 
 

18...to us who are being saved it is the mighty power of God 
released within us. 1 Corinthians 1:18 (ERV, TPT) 

 

➢ Future - saved from sin’s presence 
 

11To live like this is all the more urgent, for time is running out and 
you know it is a strategic hour in human history. It is time for us to 
wake up! For our full salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed.  

Romans 13:11(TPT) 

5...The Day is coming when you’ll have it all—life healed and whole.  
1 Peter 1:5 (MSG)  

 

Those without Christ who are happy  

don’t know what’s coming. 

 

Those with Christ who are not happy  

don’t know what’s coming. 

 

When we are overwhelmed by our situation, we 

likely have lost sight of our past and/or our future. 

 
 
3What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of 
our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been 
given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, 4including a future in 
heaven—and the future starts now! 5God is keeping careful watch over us 
and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it all—life healed and 
whole. 6I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put 
up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. 7Pure gold put in the fire 
comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering comes 
out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it’s your faith, not your 
gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory. 8You never saw 
him, yet you love him. You still don’t see him, yet you trust him—with laughter 
and singing. 9Because you kept on believing, you’ll get what you’re looking 
forward to: total salvation.  1 Peter 1:3–9 (MSG) 

 
 
Bottom Line:        

You need to understand 

your past and your future 

so you can live your present. 

 
 

Resources for this series include messages from Wheaton Bible Church, 
Mecklenburg Church, and Northridge Church. 

 

 

To help you turn what God is saying to you into action steps,  
consider using the Think It Over section on the back. 


