
 

 

Think It Over: This section is about turning what God is saying to you into action 
steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed to help you 
take your own next step. If you are leading a group through this guide, don’t feel 
like you have to answer every question. Pick out those questions that will stir up 
conversation and action among your group. 

 

➢ Have you ever been in a blizzard, tornado, hurricane, earthquake or really big 
storm? What happened?  
 

➢ What does it look like to “have a storm in your life”? Why is a “storm” a good 
description for those events?  We are all in one of three places.  Which one 
of the three from the Message Guide best describes you right now?   
 

➢ Read Matthew 14:22-33 (MSG).  What kind of things do you tend to trust in 
when life gets stormy, that makes you feel comfortable and secure rather 
than uneasy or fearful?  
 

➢ Review the Bottom Line. Why is it foundational to living with trust in the 
inevitable and unavoidable storms of life?  How does God revealing who He 
is set your world right (Luke 11:2 (MSG))? 
 

➢ How does knowing who you are in Christ bring clarity to life’s storms?  How 
did that seem to work in Jesus’ life (Matthew 14:22-23)?  What practical 
habits establish and maintain clarity for life (Ephesians 2:10)?   
 

➢ Review the bullet Experiencing the reality of a storm. Which realities could 
you relate to the most?  Are there any realities you might add?  Why?  
 

➢ Which determinations are needed most in a storm you may be in, are facing, 
or moving out of?  What is so reassuring that Simon Peter did not drown and 
neither will you?  How could you own that at a deeper level in your heart? 
 

➢ In this story who really didn’t trust? Was it Peter who asked Jesus to call him 
out of the boat or was it the other 11 who didn’t budge? Have you ever been 
accused of not trusting when in reality wasn’t really true? What happened?  
 

➢ Read Matthew 14:28-29. How do we know when God is calling you to do 
something? How does God speak to you? Have you ever asked Him to allow 
you to do something crazy or be a part of a God moment like Peter? Did you 
get out of the boat? What happened?  
 

➢ Why is affirming that Jesus is all I need a form of worship (2 Corinthians 12:9 
(TPT)?  Storms can do a lot in our lives.  Why is it crucial to remember the 
three benefits of storms we looked at?  Think about Denny’s story.  How is it 
an example of McManus quote from Chasing Daylight? 

 

Next Steps:  What next steps would help you align your life with what the 
McManus quote highlights?  How will you grow in your knowledge of who Jesus 
is, so that you will be more able to trust Jesus as He is?   
 

Changing Your Mind: Choose a verse used in the message which would help 
integrate more of the Bottom Line into your daily life 

 

 
 

 
If you missed a message, visit www.scc.website 

or pick up a CD at Guest Services. 

 

We all face storms: situations where 
we are out of control. 

 

We are all in one of three places: 
 

⮚  You are currently in the middle of a storm. 

 

⮚  A storm is coming and you don’t know about it. 

 

⮚  You are just walking away from a storm that       

has blown through. 
 
 
22As soon as the meal was finished, he insisted that the disciples get in 
the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he dismissed the 
people. 23With the crowd dispersed, he climbed the mountain so he 
could be by himself and pray. He stayed there alone, late into the night. 
24Meanwhile, the boat was far out to sea when the wind came up 
against them and they were battered by the waves. 25At about four 
o’clock in the morning, Jesus came toward them walking on the water. 
26They were scared out of their wits. “A ghost!” they said, crying out in 
terror. 27But Jesus was quick to comfort them. “Courage, it’s me. Don’t 
be afraid.” 28Peter, suddenly bold, said, “Master, if it’s really you, call me 
to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come ahead.” Jumping out of 
the boat, Peter walked on the water to Jesus. 30But when he looked 
down at the waves churning beneath his feet, he lost his nerve and 
started to sink. He cried, “Master, save me!” 31Jesus didn’t hesitate. He 
reached down and grabbed his hand. Then he said, “Faint-heart, what 
got into you?” 32The two of them climbed into the boat, and the wind 
died down. 33The disciples in the boat, having watched the whole thing, 
worshiped Jesus, saying, “This is it! You are God’s Son for sure!”  

Matthew 14:22–33 (MSG)  
 
 

Storms are both inevitable and unavoidable. 

Bottom Line:       When we know who Jesus is, 



 

 

                          we trust Jesus as He is. 
 
 
2...When you pray, say, Father, Reveal who you are. Set the world right.   

Luke 11:2 (MSG) 
 
 
 

⇒ Knowing who you are provides  
clarity in the storm. (Matthew 14:22–23, 30) 

 
 

10God has made us what we are. In Christ Jesus, God made us new 
people so that we would spend our lives doing the good things he 
had already planned for us to do.  Ephesians 2:10 (ERV) 

 
 
 

⇒ Experiencing the reality of a storm.  
(Matthew 14:24–31) 

 
 
➢ The distance from the shore (alarmed) 

 
 
➢ The direction of the wind (battered) 

 
 
➢ The darkness of the night (terrified) 

 
Never let the presence of a storm  

cause you to doubt the presence of God. 
 
➢ The declaration in the uproar (calmed) 

 
 

27Be still. It is I. You have nothing to fear. Matthew 14:27 (Voice) 
 
 

10Be still, be calm, see, and understand I am the True God.  
Psalm 46:10 (Voice) 

 

➢ The determination in the chaos (calmed) 
 

 

● Look for Jesus. 
 

● Listen for Jesus. 

He offers comfort and challenge. 

● Obey Jesus. 
 

● Walk with Jesus. 
 

Simon Peter did not drown and neither will you. 
 
 
⇒ Affirming that Jesus is all I need.  

(Matthew 14:32–33) 
 
 

9 But he answered me, “My grace is always more than enough  
for you, and my power finds its full expression through your 
weakness.” So I will celebrate my weaknesses, for when I’m weak 
I sense more deeply the mighty power of Christ living in me.  

2 Corinthians 12:9 (TPT) 
 
 

➢ Storms carry us to Jesus and Him to us. 
 

➢ Storms confirm that Jesus is more than enough. 
 

➢ Storms point others to Jesus. 
 
 
Imagine the power of our lives if we could know with confidence that 
when others see us, they would also see God; that God would reveal 
Himself through an ordinary human being; that those who today are 
blind to God would have their eyes opened by the life each of us lives. 

Erwin Raphael McManus, Chasing Daylight 
 

 
Resources for this series include messages from Christ’s Church of the Valley, 

North Point, Mecklenburg Church, and Life Church 
 
 

To help you turn what God is saying to you into action steps,  
consider using the Think It Over section on the back. 


