
 

 

Think It Over: This section is about turning what God is saying to you into action 
steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed to help you 
take your own next step. If you are leading a group through this guide, don’t feel 
like you have to answer every question. Pick out those questions that will stir up 
conversation and action among your group. 

 

➢ How have failures defined you?  Has there been a failure that over time 
actually became a success?  Why do we tend to fall away from failures 
rather than lean into them?   

 

➢ “If our lives were perfect, we would have no need for Jesus.” Do you find 
that statement helpful? Why or why not? 
 

➢ Read Mark 16:1-7.  Why is the mention of Peter so important?  Why is it 
encouraging to the person processing through a failure?  How could you 
encourage someone with the words “especially Peter”?   
 

➢ What are some examples of Peter’s failures?  Why is it important that they 
weren’t sanitized out of Peter's story?  How could some of the low spots 
in your life end up encouraging someone?  Why do we resist sharing 
them?  What part of your story could you use to strengthen someone who 
is struggling with a failure? 
 

➢ Read Isaiah 59:2 (CEV).  How amazing is it that Jesus sends for us and 
meets with us?  Why is it easy to forget the seriousness of sin?  Have you 
ever thought that sin, your behavior, could be affecting God’s 
responsiveness to your prayers?  Sin affects our vertical relationship with 
God, but it also affects our horizontal relationship with others.  Read 
Galatians 6:1 (MSG) How often do you realize that this could be a part of 
relational tension?  
 

➢ Failing forward includes Jesus challenging us.  Read John 21:3–14.  How 
would you have responded to Peter if you were Jesus?  What are the 
lessons we can learn for those “elephant in the room” moments of 
relational tension?   
 

➢ Read John 21:15-17.  Words can’t express how awesome it is to know 
that Jesus restores. What reassurance do you hear in Jesus’ conversation 
with Peter?  What do you need to be reminded of that God forgets (see 
Lutzer quote)? 
 

➢ Failing forward isn’t just about us feeling good about a relationship with 
God, it’s about making a difference.  How has Jesus reenlisted you to be 
ALL IN?  How do we need to fight against the default of making things 
about us (see John 21:22)? 

 

Next Steps:  What tangible step can you take to show that you know in your 
heart that failure is not final and you are falling forward?  Be specific.   
 

Changing Your Mind: Choose a verse used in the message which would 
help integrate more of the Bottom Line into your life.  

 
 

If you missed a message, visit www.scc.website 
or pick up a CD at Guest Services. 

 

 

_________ will define us, ________ us, or _________ us. 

But it will never ________ us the ________.  J.R. Briggs 

 

If our _______ were _________,  

we would have no _______ for Jesus. 

 
 

⇒ Jesus ________  ______ us. 
 
 

7Now go and tell his disciples, and especially Peter, that he will go 
ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you.  

Mark 16:7 (CEV) 
 

8Peter persisted, “You’re not going to wash my feet—ever!” Jesus 
said, “If I don’t wash you, you can’t be part of what I’m doing.”   

John 13:8 (MSG) 
 

33Peter answered, “All the other followers may lose their faith in 
you. But my faith will never be shaken.” Matthew 26:33 (ERV) 
 
61The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter 
remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the 
rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62And he 
went outside and wept bitterly.  Luke 22:61–62 (NIV) 

 
 

⇒ Jesus ________  _______ us. 
 
 
2Your sins are the roadblock between you and your God. 
That’s why he doesn’t answer your prayers or let you see his face.  

Isaiah 59:2 (CEV) 
 



 

 

1Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin, forgivingly restore 
him, saving your critical comments for yourself. You might be 
needing forgiveness before the day’s out.  Galatians 6:1 (MSG) 

 
5Jesus presented himself alive to Peter, then to his closest 
followers...   1 Corinthians 15:5 (MSG) (also see Luke 24:34) 

 
 

⇒ Jesus _________________ us. 
 
 
3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll 
go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the 
shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5He called 
out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 
6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will 
find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 
because of the large number of fish. 7Then the disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard 
him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him 
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other 
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9When they 
landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and 
some bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have 
just caught.” 11So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and 
dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with 
so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and 
have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and 
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the 
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from 
the dead.   

John 21:3–14 (NIV) (also see Luke 5:1-11) 

 
 

_________ is a ________ teacher.  It makes ________  

people think they can’t ________.   

Bill Gates 

 
 

⇒ Jesus ____________ us. 
 
 

 

15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16Again Jesus said, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17The third 
time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 
hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He 
said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, 
“Feed my sheep.  John 21:15–17 (NIV) 

 
 

God is able to ________ our past. Why can’t we? 

He throws our sins into the _______ of the sea and puts 

up a sign on the _______ which reads, ‘____________.’  

 Erwin Lutzer 

 
 

⇒ Jesus _____________ us. 
 
 
18I’m telling you the very truth now: When you were young you 
dressed yourself and went wherever you wished, but when you get 
old you’ll have to stretch out your hands while someone else 
dresses you and takes you where you don’t want to go.” 19He said 
this to hint at the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. 
And then he commanded, “Follow me.” 20Turning his head, Peter 
noticed the disciple Jesus loved following right behind. 21When 
Peter noticed him, he asked Jesus, “Master, what’s going to 
happen to him?” 22Jesus said, “If I want him to live until I come 
again, what’s that to you? You—follow me.”  John 21:18–22 (MSG) 
 
 
 

Bottom Line:        

___________ is not _________. 

_______ ____________! 

 
 

Resources for this series include messages from Christ’s Church of the Valley, 
North Point, Mecklenburg Church, and Life Church 

 
 

To help you turn what God is saying to you into action steps,  
consider using the Think It Over section on the back. 


