
 

 

Think It Over: This section is about turning what God is saying to you into 
action steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed 
to help you take your own next step. If you are leading a group through this 
guide, don’t feel like you have to answer every question. Pick out those 
questions that will stir up conversation and action among your group. 
 

➢ Share about a time when you felt like you were “just keeping your head 
above water.” Today we used the word enduring. What kept you 
going? Or maybe you just couldn’t do it anymore - what happened 
when you couldn’t keep your head above water? Where was God in 
either situation? It is ok to feel like He was absent. How do you move 
forward after those kinds of events in life? Do you feel like it has left 
you walking with a limp?  By the way, we all walk with limps.   

 

➢ Revelation 3:7-13. What are your initial impressions of this church 
(either from the sermon or your own thoughts)? Somehow, the church 
in Philadelphia endured for another 1,200 years. Why is that so 
important? On any level, why is it especially important for a Christ 
follower to endure? What is at stake?  

 

➢ Why is it exhausting to endure uncertainty? How does it seem to flavor 
everything in our world today? Uncertainty has always been present.  
Why do we seem to feel it more today than ever? What is the impact 
of Isaiah 22:22?  

 

➢ Read Ephesians 1:8–12 from the Message Guide. Do you believe that 
God has thought of everything? Reflect on the 4 P’s. How has He 
thought of everything in each of those areas? Where do you know it - 
in your head but not your heart? What needs to change for you to feel 
what you know in your head and in your heart?   

 

➢ When Jesus writes to the church at Philadelphia, He says “I’ll write 
names...” What is the significance? What happens when Heart and 
Home need to complement each other? How can the Spirit, your 
future, and the rewriting of your identity turn your little strength into 
power to endure uncertainty? 

 
Next Steps: At first glance, the Bottom Line can seem like “pie in the sky” 
thinking. Unpack it for yourself. How can it become the operating system 
for you in this chapter of life? Philippians 4:6–7 from the Message Guide 
can help you with the process. How can you apply it to where you are?  
What will you do to keep it before your eyes for the next month? Be 
creative. 
 

Changing Your Mind: Choose one of the verses listed in the Message 
Guide and commit it to heart. 
 

If you missed a message, visit 
www.scc.website or request a CD or flash 

drive at Guest Services. 

  
 
 
 
7Write the following to the messenger of the congregation in Philadelphia, for 

these are the solemn words of the Holy One, the true one, who has David’s 

key, who opens doors that none can shut and who closes doors that none 

can open:   8“I see what you’ve done. Now see what I’ve done. I’ve opened a 

door before you that no one can slam shut. You don’t have much strength, I 

know that; you used what you had to keep my Word. You didn’t deny me 

when times were rough. 9Watch how I deal with those of the synagogue of 

Satan who say that they are Jews (those who call themselves true believers) 

but are not, for they’re lying. I will make them come and bow down at your 

feet and acknowledge how much I’ve loved you. 10“Because you kept my 

Word in passionate patience, I’ll keep you safe (from the hour of trial) in the 

time of testing that will be here soon, and all over the earth, every man, 

woman, and child put to the test. 11“I’m on my way; I’ll be there soon. Keep a 

tight grip on what you have so no one distracts you and steals your crown. 
12“I’ll make each conqueror a pillar in the sanctuary of my God, permanently 

secure. Then I’ll write names on you, the pillars: the Name of my God, the 

Name of God’s City—the new Jerusalem coming down out of Heaven—and 

I’ll write my own new name on you. 13“Are your ears awake? Everyone who 

hears this should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.  

Revelation 3:7–13 NIV, TPT, MSG, ERV 

 

 

 

Enduring ______________ 
 

 
22I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no 

one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.  

Isaiah 22:22 NIV  
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God has __________ of _____________. 
 
8He thought of everything, provided for everything we could possibly need, 
9letting us in on the plans he took such delight in making. He set it all out 

before us in Christ, 10a long-range plan in which everything would be brought 

together and summed up in him, everything in deepest heaven, everything 

on planet earth. 11It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are 

living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had 

his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, 12part of the overall 

purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.   

Ephesians 1:8–12 MSG 

 

➢ The _________ 
 

 

➢ The _________ 
 

17"Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.  They are not the same 

anymore, for the old life is gone.  A new life has begun!   

2 Corinthians. 5:17 CEV, NLT 

 

➢ The __________ 
 

33I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and 

assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world you will continue to 

experience difficulties. But take heart! I’ve [overcome] the world.   

John 16:33 MSG 

 

 

➢ The __________ 
 

5Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything 

on your own. 6Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you 

go; he’s the one who will keep you on track. 7Don’t assume that you know 

it all. Run to God! Run from evil! 8Your body will glow with health, your 

very bones will vibrate with life! 9Honor God with everything you own; give 

him the first and the best. 10Your barns will burst, your wine vats will brim 

over. 11But don’t, dear friend, resent God’s discipline; don’t sulk under his 

loving correction. 12It’s the child he loves that God corrects; a father’s 

delight is behind all this.   

Proverbs 3:5–12 MSG 

________ and _______ 
 
12...Then I’ll write names.. Revelation 3:7–13 NIV, TPT, MSG, ERV 

 
 
15The Holy Spirit confirms this: 16This new plan I’m making with Israel isn’t 

going to be written on paper, isn’t going to be chiseled in stone; This time “I’m 

writing out the plan in them, carving it on the lining of their hearts.”   

Hebrews 10:15–16 MSG 

 
 

11Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. 

Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of your soul. 12Live an exemplary life 

among the natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices. Then they’ll 

be won over to God’s side and be there to join in the celebration when he 

arrives.   

1 Peter 2:11–12 MSG 

 
 

17…I will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, 

known only to the one who receives it.   

Revelation 2:17 NIV 

 

 

Bottom Line:  
 

You can _________ ___________ 

when ________ is your _____________. 

 

6Don’t be _______ in different directions or _______. Instead be 

__________ in prayer throughout ______ day.  Let requests and 

praises ______ your _______ into prayers, letting God know your 

______. Tell him every _____ of your life. 7Before you know it, a 

sense of God’s ________, everything coming _______ for good, 

will come and _____ you down. It’s _______ what happens when 

Christ __________ ______ at the _______ of your life.   

Philippians 4:6–7 TPT, MSG 
 

To help you turn what God is saying to you into action steps,  
consider using the Think It Over section on the back. 


