
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9“Nothing can hide its evil as well as the human mind. It can be very sick, and 

no one really understands it. 10But I am the Lord, and I can look into a person’s 

heart. I can test a person’s mind and decide what each one should have.  I can 

give each person the right payment for what they do.  

Jeremiah 17:9-10 ERV  

  

 
9“The heart is hopelessly dark and deceitful, a puzzle that no one can figure 

out. 10But I, God, search the heart and examine the mind. I get to the heart of 

the human. I get to the root of things. I treat them as they really are, not as they 

pretend to be.”  

Jeremiah 17:9–10 MSG 

 

 
23Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  

Psalm 139:23–24 NIV page 434  

 
 

Bottom Line:    

Crooked sticks in the hand of God 

make straight lines. 

 
 

Sins, Blunders, and Misfortunes 
 
 

19When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting 
at the king’s gate. 20But Esther had kept secret her family background and 
nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, for she continued to follow 
Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing her up. 

Esther 2:19–20 NIV page 345 

Think It Over: This section is about turning what God is saying to you into action 

steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed to help you 

take your own next step. If you are leading a group through this guide, don’t feel 

like you have to answer every question. Pick out those questions that will stir up 

conversation and action among your group. 
 

 When was the last time you thought you understood what another person was 

thinking, but you were completely wrong? What happened? At the same time, 

why is it good that people can’t read each other’s minds?   
 

 Read Jeremiah 17:9-10 in both versions from the Message Guide. Why is it 

good that God can accurately read our minds? How do you think it works so 

that God reading our minds is helpful to a Christ follower? Read Psalm 139:23-

24. What is the Psalmist saying? How does God lead us to know there are 

offensive ways in our lives?  What is “the way everlasting?”  How does He lead 

us in the way everlasting? How does the Bottom Line align with these two 

passages? How is this all serious stuff to be thought through and acted upon? 
 

 Why is a large portion of life responding to Sins, Blunders, and Misfortunes?  

Break each one down and share how you have had to respond to one. How 

can a person not be dragged down by each one?  
 

 Read Esther 2:19-20. Discuss the ➲ Comfort over Christ section. How does 1 

Peter 3:15 inform who we are to share our faith with and when? Explain how 

the Holy Spirit can lead us in sharing our faith. 
 

 Read Esther 2:21-23. How hard is it to do a good thing for a bad person? When 

have you needed to do a good thing for a bad person?  What happened?  When 

might it be ok to just let the chips fall where they may? Why would it have been 

tempting for Mordecai to have said nothing? What would the results have been? 

How tough do you think it was that he didn’t receive a reward for saving the 

king? How do you feel when there isn’t reward for doing the right thing? In those 

moments, what do we have rest in? 
 

 Read Romans 13:1-7. How did this apply in Mordecai’s and Paul’s day? How 

does it apply in our day? Is it hard to live this way?  How can you make it easier? 
 

Next Steps: Review the ➲ Living for an Audience of One section.  What are some 

of the take-aways? Which one(s) are the hardest to integrate into your life? How 

good are you at doing the right thing when you feel no one is watching? Do you 

feel good about your answer?  
 

Changing Your Mind: Choose one of the verses listed in the Message Guide and 

commit it to heart. 

 
 

If you missed a message, visit www.scc.website 
or request a CD at Guest Services. 

 



 

 

 ➲ Comfort over Christ 
 
 

 It is ok not to lead with your faith. 
 
 
 

 It is not ok to live as if your faith is 

a private thing. 

 
 

15Through thick and thin, keep your hearts at attention, in adoration 

before Christ, your Master. Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who 

asks why you’re living the way you are, and always with the utmost 

courtesy. 1 Peter 3:15 MSG 

 
 

21During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and 

Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became 

angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 22But Mordecai found 

out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the 

king, giving credit to Mordecai. 23And when the report was investigated 

and found to be true, the two officials were impaled on poles. All this was 

recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king.  

Esther 2:19–23 NIV page 345 
 

 

 

➲ A good thing for a bad person  
 
 

1All of you must obey the government rulers. Everyone who rules was 

given the power to rule by God. And all those who rule now were given 

that power by God. 2So anyone who is against the government is really 

against something God has commanded. Those who are against the 

government bring punishment on themselves.3People who do right don’t 

have to fear the rulers. But those who do wrong must fear them. Do you 

want to be free from fearing them? Then do only what is right, and they will 

praise you. 4Rulers are God’s servants to help you. But if you do wrong, 

you have reason to be afraid. They have the power to punish, and they will 

use it. They are God’s servants to punish those who do wrong. 

Romans 13:1-4 ERV 

 5So you must obey the government, not just because you might be 

punished, but because you know it is the right thing to do. 6And this is why 

you pay taxes too. Those rulers are working for God, and they give all their 

time to the work of ruling. 7Give everyone what you owe them. If you owe 

them any kind of tax, then pay it. Show respect to those you should respect. 

And show honor to those you should honor.   

Romans 13:5-7 ERV 

 
 

➲ Living for an Audience of One 
 

 
1“Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don’t 

make a performance out of it. It might be good theater, but the God who 

made you won’t be applauding. 2“When you do something for someone 

else, don’t call attention to yourself. You’ve seen them in action, I’m sure—

‘playactors’ I call them—treating prayer meeting and street corner alike as 

a stage, acting compassionate as long as someone is watching, playing to 

the crowds. They get applause, true, but that’s all they get. 3When you help 

someone out, don’t think about how it looks. 4Just do it—quietly and 

unobtrusively. That is the way your God, who conceived you in love, 

working behind the scenes, helps you out.   

Matthew 6:1–4 MSG 

 
 

1You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 2You know when I sit and 

when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3You discern my going out 

and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 4Before a word is on 

my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. 5You hem me in behind and 

before, and you lay your hand upon me. 6Such knowledge is too wonderful 

for me, too lofty for me to attain. 7Where can I go from your Spirit? Where 

can I flee from your presence?  

Psalm 139:1–7 NIV page 433  

 
 

Integrity is doing the right thing, 

especially when no one sees. 

 
 

Resources for this message include a series from  
North Coast Community Church and University Reformed Church.  

 
To help you turn what God is saying to you into action steps,  

consider using the Think It Over section on the back. 


